33d Fighter Wing Public Affairs

by Rebecca Sheldon 
EGLIN AIR FORCE BASE, FL (ACCNS) – 

Flying from its home at the 33rd Fighter Wing in the northwest Florida panhandle, 

the West Coast F-15 Demonstration Team aims to thrill crowds around the world with 

impressive aerial feats showcasing the F-15 Eagle.   

Kicking off its 2004 season with a show in Titusville, FL on Mar 13, the team will 

perform over 40 shows in the United States, Canada and other overseas locations. 


The F-15 Eagle’s record setting acceleration and maneuverability at both high and 

low speeds during air show performances allow crowds to see firsthand the power of 

the world’s finest air superiority fighter.  Renowned as the world’s best air-to-air fighter, 

the F-15 first dominated the skies over Iraq in Desert Storm and Desert Shield.  Today, 

F-15s still roam the skies to support both homeland defense missions and overseas 

operations.  “Most of this year’s team is brand new to the aerial demonstration circuit 

and they are all very excited about getting out on the road and sharing with the public 

their knowledge about the F-15 and the United States Air Force,.” said Team Chief 

Master Sgt. Robert Webster, the team’s senior non-commissioned officer.    “Last year,

the team performed in front of over 6 million people, which included performances in 

Russia and Hungary and this year we hope to do better.”  

             The West Coast Demonstration Team is one of two Air Combat Command F-15 

demonstration teams; the other is based at Langley Air Force Base, Va.  During the 

peak show season, which normally runs from early spring until late fall, the teams 

usually spend about two days a week at home.   Teams are generally on the road 

around a 100 days during the show season.   “It’s an honor to be part of the team and fly 

the F-15 Eagle.  We’re providing many people their first taste of the Air Force along with

a chance to see the plane and hear the noise.  Airshows like these first sparked my  

interest in flying jets, and hopefully it will have that same effect on others as they watch

the shows.” said Capt Joel “Deuce” Hemphill, demonstration team commander and pilot. 


Capt. Hemphill is beginning his first season as the wing’s demo pilot.  

The demo pilot’s tenure is usually rotated every two years, so other pilots get the chance 

to fly with the team.  Prior to his selection as the new pilot, Hemphill flew a series of 

F-15 demonstration certification flights before senior AF leaders. He flew January 8th for 

the 33d Fighter Wing Commander, Colonel Ted Kresge, January 20th for the 9th AF 

Commander, Lt Gen. Walter Buchanan III, and then a final performance 

for ACC Commander, Gen. Hal Hornburg on February 3rd.  Following this flight, 

Hemphill officially took the helm as the new West Coast F-15 Demonstration Team pilot.  

 Capt. Hemphill is a mission ready instructor pilot with more than 1000 hours in 

the cockpit.  He and his team members were chosen based on their aircraft experience,

maturity, and ability to highlight the F-15 in a variety of settings.

The current team as it exists now at the 33d FW was established in 

1994 following an Air Force reorganization.   It was previously located at Tyndall Air 

Force Base, Fla.   “It’s a great honor for me to have been selected to the team this year. 

This is a fantastic opportunity for me to go out and give the public a small glimpse of 

what their Air Force’s aircraft maintenance personnel do on a daily basis, said Senior 

Airman Austin Lynch.”


The team is made up of 14 members from the wing’s 58th and 60th Fighter 

Squadrons.  All members are top-rated airmen in their individual aircraft specialties and 

are handpicked to represent the 33rd Fighter Wing and Air Combat Command.

      Other members of the team include safety observers, First Lieutenants Taylor 

Ferrell, Philip Gagnon, Michael Lynch and Kevin Jamieson.  The maintenance crew is 

comprised of the assistant non-commissioned officer in charge, Technical Sergeant 

Richard Mailman, as well as, Technical Sergeant Charles Pierce, Staff Sergeants John

Hadden, Jeremy Clements, Adam Goolsby, Jeffrey Cody, Michael Camp and Senior 

Airman Austin Lynch. 

           For more information on the F-15 West Coast Demonstration Team, visit the 

team’s website at www.airshows.net/f15/eagle.html
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